    


         Water Pollution Control Authority

  

Regular Meeting Minutes

January 8, 2013
A Regular Meeting of the Town of East Hampton Water Pollution Control Authority was held on Tuesday, January 8, 2013 at 5:30 PM at the Town of East Hampton–Town of Colchester Joint Facilities Wastewater Treatment Plant, 20 Gildersleeve Drive, East Hampton, CT.  All members were in attendance:

Mark Barmasse, Chairman


Elizabeth Mackie 

David Kelsey

 


Dag Lindland 

Daniel Valentine 



John Suprono          


Also attending was Vincent F. Susco, Jr., Public Utilities Administrator.   
Call to Order

Mr. Barmasse called the meeting to order at 5:30PM and appointed Mr. Susco as Recording Secretary for these proceedings.   
Approval of Minutes

Mr. Barmasse called for the approval of the minutes of the December 4, 2012 regular meeting.  Upon motion from Mr. Kelsey, seconded by Mr. Valentine, the minutes of the meeting were approved 6-0.    

Public Remarks
No public was in attendance.
Review of Correspondence

A correspondence list for the month of December was included with the member’s packet and made part of these minutes. Management provided additional details as requested by the members.
Board of Finance Liaison

Mr. Turner was not in attendance and no Finance Board update was presented.  
Operations, Management & Budget Committee

Report of Joint Facilities

Mr. Susco indicated that no meeting of the Town of East Hampton – Town of Colchester Joint Facilities Committee was scheduled during the month of December. 
WPCA Operations Budget Report

Mr. Susco presented the most recent financial reports for the WPCA and the Community Water Systems operated by the WPCA.  Management indicated there had been little activity in either budget since the last meeting and no new variances were reported in either budget.

Mr. Susco indicated the budget process for 2013/14 has begun.  As dictated by the Inter-municipal Agreement, management has begun work on the Joint Facilities budget.  Mr. Susco indicated wastewater flow from Colchester continues to decrease resulting in East Hampton absorbing a larger share of the budget. 
A draft WPCA expense budget will be available in March after the Joint Facilities Budget is adopted.
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Public Water Systems
The Village Center Water System continued to run within parameters during the period.   
On December 11, 2012 an informational meeting was conducted on behalf of the Developer of 13 Summit Street - Mill Pond Development.  The meeting resulted in no new information being presented.  A decision by the state Department of Health is anticipated shortly.  Several possible outcomes were presented and discussed by the members. 
Work continues on the carbon evaluation at the Village Center Water Treatment Plant. 
The Royal Oaks Water System ran within parameters during the period. The intended draining and cleaning of the two (2) 20,000 gallon water storage tanks was curtailed due to improper manway gaskets.  Mr. Susco expects the work to get under way upon the arrival of the correct gaskets.

Sewer Development

No action has taken place on Edgewater Hill, LLC.
Management presented a request to provide wastewater service to 74 Champion Hill Road.  This single lot is the last lot in the Town’s sewer service area and is being proposed to be subdivided into three lots.  Management presented a solution that would allow the newly created lots to conform to the existing sewer service area.  After s short discussion the members unanimously approved the solution.
Old Business

The Town Council continues to evaluate the “General Permit for the Discharge of Wastewater Associated with Food Preparation Establishments” (FOG).  No action by the WPCA is required at this time.

The next item of business was a request by the Town Council to incorporate a “Public Hearing” into the establishment of the Sewer Use Rate. Mr. Barmasse and management presented the background leading up to this request.  The members discussed the request at length expressing various lines of thought.  The possible assertion that the WPCA had improperly established rates since 1991 was identified as a key concern.  The members expressed concern that any retroactive action, especially action that has been determined appropriate by legal council in 1991, would be inappropriate.  Such action could open the WPCA to liability concerns and would not reflect well on over two decades of successful operation.  Management was requested to pursue “the owner” of the statue for further clarification.  

Moving forward, the general consensus of the members was to incorporate a Public Hearing into the establishment of future sewer user rates.  The following resolution moved by Ms. Mackie, seconded by Mr. Lindland was adopted by a vote of 5-1:

RESOLVED: The WPCA will incorporate a Public Hearing into the establishment of future Sewer Use Rates as recommended in the December 11, 2012 revised, updated legal opinion of Halloran and Sage.
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New Business  
Mr. Susco indicated the Town has recently changed its Town Engineer from CLA Engineers, Inc to Anchor Engineering, LLC.  CLA Engineers, Inc of Norwich, CT has represented the interests of the WPCA for over 15 years.  Their primary work for the WPCA has been the review and construction inspection of wastewater extensions presented to the WPCA. Management pointed out the fee for their work is considered a pass-through by the WPCA as the Developer provides a deposit to cover these costs. 

CLA has worked with several WPCA’s of similar size through out Connecticut and is an active member of the Connecticut Association of Water Pollution Control Authorities.   CLA has provided input on over two dozen extensions presented to the WPCA and is responsibe for developing the first set of  “Standards and Specifications for Sanitary Sewers” in 2004.  Management has found their work to be professional, cost efficient and more important timely.  Management recommended CLA Engineers be retained as the Engineer of Record for the WPCA.   
The members discussed how to proceed and requested management to clarify the Town’s Purchasing Ordinance with the Finance Director in lieu of the pass through nature of engineering services.  Moving forward Mr. Valentine recommended that an “Engineering Services Contract” be investigated.  Management will report back with additional information at the March meeting.
Executive Session

At this time Mr. Barmasse called for an Executive Session to discuss legal council representation, management performance review and personnel matters.   Upon motion by Mr. Lindland, seconded by Mr. Kelsey, the members unanimously approved the executive session which started at 6:31P.M.   Mr. Susco was requested to attend the session.

The executive session ended at 6:45 P.M.  No action was taken pending additional information to be obtained by management.
Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the Authority.  Mr. Kelsey motioned, seconded by Mr. Suprono, to adjourn the meeting. All voting in favor, the meeting was closed at 6:46 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
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Vincent F. Susco, Jr.
Recording Secretary

Approved by unanimous vote of the Water Pollution Control Authority on April 2, 2013
